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The Intereſt of the Nation, 7he 
Sugar Plantations, and 7he 


Refiners o/ Sugars, /tated. 


I is obſervable how induftriouſly buſte ſome 


have bcen in miſrepreſenting the true Intereſts 

of the Plantations, when 'tis ſo frequently ob- 
jected, that a Relief to the Refiners by a Draw- 

back will be injurious to the ſaid Plantations: To ob- 
riate ſuch Impoſitions, wherever they have obtained ; 
it will be neceſſary here to ſhew, that the Relief the 
Refers do crave is of as great Uſe and Advantage to 


| them, as to the Refiners. And although a Petition 


; 


now in the Houſe of Commons, from thoſe con- 


| cerned in all the Sugar-Plantations, and which import 
| Brown Sugars only, being the firſt Product, afſercing 


; the ſame, puts ir our of all doubt; yer itwill not 


- 
o 


id 


be amils to ſhew wherefore it is ſo. 
Refming of Sugars in Englaid is now btought to (6 
low an ebb, that the Queſtion is, Shall it be deſtroy-' 


| ed or continued ? If deſtroyed, where. will the Brown 
; or Muſcovado Importers fell their Sugars? Famaica, 


hb 
- 
: 


Nevis, Antegoa, Monſerrat, S.. Chriſtopher, and art leaſt” 
four. parts of five in Barbadoes are all ſuch,” If rake- 


ng. 


be 
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(4) 
ing away a Draw-back, they have for exporting to 
Foreigners , be luch a Hardſhip upon them, being 
by that confined, as they lay, to Hngland only for a 
Market ; will their being deſtirure of a Market ac all 
in Exzland, and forced to ſeek and depend upon a 
foreign Market alone , help them? But the Befor 
delires only to be enabledto make this a better, and 
ſo a Marker of choice for them, and leave them their 
Draw-back and a Liberty thereby to take any other, 
when this pleaſes them nar, Can they contrive better | 
for vemlelve than to multiply Buyers? And that ' 
there ſhould be contending berween England and fo- 
reign Markets who ſhall give moſt for their Sugars. 

By many Arguments, more than 1s needful here 
tro uſe, it's evident theres an union of Intereſts, and 
inſeparable, without prejudicing both, the one as a | 
Seller, che other as a Buyer ; they draw one Breath, 
live and dye together, How comes it then that mah 
whom it concerns to be truly informed arethus abuſed 2 | 

To diſcover this, it may be obſerved, there is ano- 
ther Incereſt not amounting in number to a fourth part | 
of but one Iſland, viz, Barbadoes, that clay their Suzars. | 
The Heads of this Intereſt, rhough [mall in Number, | 
are great in Figure, and imployed where they are moſt 
capable to manage a little and privare Intereft to great | 
Advantages. They afſume the Care of the Welfare of | 
all the Plantations ; bur it's plain that the few of their 
own is only aimed at, and that ro the Ruine of all the | 


reſt ; 
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reſt; for they, by bringing in their White Sugars and 
Moloſſes, lower and fink a Market for the Muſcovad- 
Importer, even to a greater degree of a Burthen than 
the Duries that are impoſed upon them amount to, 
We do not render the Duty as lictle on them ; thole 
concerned for the Intereſts of England and Plantations, 
may happen to lee occaſion to make this lels, and thar 
on the clay'd Importer more, or otherwile to diſcou- 
rage an Intereſt that's ſo diametrically oppoſite to both. 
To the firſt enough hath been ſaid ; the latter, wiz, 
the Nation in its darling Jewel, the Navigation, is 
as much impaired already as this Intereſt hath gained 
footing, and the Growth and Increaſe of it will as 
much impair and ruine the Navigation, as the Abate- 
ment of the. uſe of two thirds of our Shipping that's 
uſed by the Muyſcovado-Importer amounts to ; for ac- 
cording unto the ſtared Rule in proportioning of Du- 
ties on Sugar, and which is the exactelt Computation 
poſſibly ro be made, Three Hundred of Muſcovado 
or Brown makes One Hundred of White. According- 
ly the Sublidy Duty. is 5.5: on White, 1 5. 6d. on Brown: : 
The Impolt Duty-7 s. on White, 2 5. 4 d. on Brown ; to 
it's Three for One ar leaſt ; and conſequently one 
Ship of White brings the Lading of three of Brown: 
And is this the way to maintain Nurleries for our 
Seamen ? Have we any that may be properly called 
lo, beſides the Plantations and Newcaſtle ? For that of 
Newfound-Land is loſt, but how is not our bulinels 
B 6 


(6) 
ro treat of here ; lamented it is, but prevented would 
have been better. 

If the Maxim of Prodution abroad -and Manufa- 
Cture- at home that the moſt Policick Governments 
ever kept cloſe ro be not enjoynd here, poſlibly we 
may have halt a Score Weavers go to the Plantations 
and buy: Negroes, and weave the Cotron-Wool up. 
on the Place, the Tobacco Strippers and Cutters go 
to Viremia and follow them FuhEbions there, and fo 
leffen the ( occaſion of Shipping and ) Cuftom ; and 
bow far the Evits that attend Prefidents in this nature 
may grow, who knows 2 Many Thouſands of Fami- 
lies have nowa Livelihood wnd Dependance on Refin- 
rg 0i Sugars, and thofe Manufactures, that through 
theſe Mikchiets ruſt perith. ts an ordinary Charge 
when Sugar-Houles 1n full work to expend one Houle 
with another 1000l. which 1s 50000. per an, through- 
out the Kingdom ; few Trades bur either depend on, 
or are benefited by them. 

all which it's ſeen the Nation's, Plantation's, 
and Refiner's Intereſt -is one and entire, all Advanta- 
oes circulating evenly through them ; and that of the 
Clayers, a Wormat the Root preying upon all Three : 
And ſhall all theſe Intexeſts be ſacrificed ro the Inter- 
&t of a few already over-grown rich Men? For 
what concerts the Revenue ih'the Refintrs Draw-back 
upon Sugars, its a perfc& plain Bargain of 20 per cent. 
profic to the King ; the King gives the Refer 7 5. 


ro 
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to {ave himſelf gs. 3d. Three Huudred of Brewn 
Sugar exported, draws back 9s. 3d. The Refiner 
working this, produces bur One Hundred of White, for 
which deſires bur 7 s. when exported; it's plainly a 
Hiring the Refiner ro keep the  Muſcovado-Sugars 
from being exported : And for every 4 5. 3. be laves 
the Revenue, the King will grve him 7 5. The Claying- 
Plantations draw back 9 s. 64. and no Words made 
on'c ; how they come to be privileged thus is matter 
for Amazernent, when the Fngkfb refined Sugars are 
impriſon'd i England, notdaring tolook abroad with- 
out paying 6 4. per Hundred. And had they butthris 
Marker to themſelves, im would be.a Favour; burit 
pood at any time, the Clayer reaps the Benchr of it, 
until he makes'it bad with his Quantities, and then. 
picks his Markets abroad, having 9 s. 6-4. Draw-back 
as aforeſaid. 

It's evident from what hath been ſaid, that the 
Intereſt of the Nation in all its parts, the Plantations 
in general and the Refiners, is interwoven and 'one In- 
rerelt ; and that the mall Intereſt of :Claying of Swgars 
in but aſmall part, as yer, -of but one Sugar-Ijland, 
viz. Barbadoes, is deſtractive to all ; and the Benefirs 
that ariſe from it are fo far frombeing publick, that 
it only makes a few Men very rich, and all. the 
other Planters very poor ; like a Wen that grows 
our of this Political Body or Intereſt, that draws all 
che Nurriment to ir ſelf, -ro the languiſhing of the 
whole Body. Ir's. 


(FT) 
It's a.common Cry, the Plantations lie under ma- 
ny Burthens and Pxeflures;-'and 'tis too true, that in 
the general they do; and it's hoped this may ſerve for 
a Glaſs in which ic may be ſeen, and from whence ir 
chiefly proceeds; and it the Farmers in England have 
never ſo good Crops and yet have bad Markets, they 
cannot be rich.” Needs mult the Importers of Brown 
Suzar therefore be poor when their Markets are bad, 
as already is {hewed, by the Quantities of clay'd Su- 
gar and Moloſſes. Sir John Bawden jjn his lite time was 
wont frequently to ſay, they had'berrer bury their Mo- 
lofſes in the Plantations or.calt chem into the Sea, than 
{cad them hither; for; Moloffes always ſunk the Price 
of Sugar to a great degree ; and he was known to be 
a Perlon that underſtood the Intereſt of the Plantations, 
and as much intereſted therein as moſt in his time. 
Ir's pity, ſince Refinmg in England hath been a Trade 
before ever we had Plantations, it thould be loſt by the 
having them, when the having Plantations of our own is 
{q'natural a means to-make irflouriſh, and others thar 
have none of their;own, do flouriſh by the Product of 
eurs, Bur ſoit is, that the Engliſh Refiners have not been 
able for many Months to work at all, alcho at-great 
Charges with ſtanding {till, many Houles held- by 
long Leaſes, ſome 14o!. forme 150!. per ann. Stocks 
Lying in Utenſils colt 1 0co!, or 1 2001. and theſe when 
2 Houle is demoliſhed not worth a third part of the 
Mony. Their Eſtares-are much impair'd already, and 
| withour 
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without Relief many muſt be ruin'd ;. and although 
Subjefs in, and in a ſenſe may be laid to be Children 
of, the Kingdom ; have their Bread given to Strangers. 

And this introduces a few Words, with retpedt 
to them, viz. Holland, Flanders and Hamborough, to 
which places our Brown Sugars are conveyed to be 
Refined ; which being the Product of our own Plan- 
| tations, as Wooll is of our own Nation, might be 
> | wrought all of it at home, to the great Advantage of 
| the Kingdom and Revenue. And. it's obſervable char 
formerly before we were lo kind as to fend them our 
Brown Sugars, at leaſt in ſuch Quantities as now we 
| do, they uſed ro buy our Moloſſes ; Holland and Flan- 
| ders being the chiet Markets for that Commodity : 
| But now they have gotten our Meat, they will have 
joek of our Porrage, and at any time when Moloffes 
is low here, they lay a high Duty to keep it out from 
| coming there ; great Quantities of : Loafe-Sugar like- 
 wiſe-was uſed ro be exported to Flanders, but when 
they found means to have our Brown Sugar there was a 
| Duty of 24. per pound laid upon it, and'{o kept our; fo 
| thar what little Care ſoever hath» been uſed to preſerve 
this Trade in Enzland, thele Inſtances ſhew the re- 

ard others have for ir; and the Hollanders cannot 
bh be reckoned good Judges in the Intereft of Trade : 
And- well may they 'clteenx ic, for by ir they have in- 
creaſed. their Trade and Navigation, although with 
ithe abatement. of as much ot ours; great Quancities 
of 
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of Loafe-Sugar were formerly exported for all the 
Eaſt Country, Italy, Spain, and Turky, Places which 
now the Hollanders ſerve; the Train of Inconvenien- 
ces that attend this is too long to recite. Returns in 
Pirch, Tar, Hemp, Timber, «c. for our naval Stores 
are Commodities our Nation cannot be withour, and 
by this means the Dutch have them to better Advan- | 
tages than we. | | 
Hamborough likewiſe, that hath not one Plantation * 


of its. own, makes ſo good an Improvement of the 
tho but one City or Town ic hath near as many Su- | 
gar-Houſes as all England hath, for all its being pri- | 
vileged with ſo many Plantations of its ewn. ' 
Upon the whole the Refiners Caſe cannot but be | 
ſeen to be very hard, and to give them ſuch a Relic | 
as they pray for, cannot be thought to be roo much, | 


_ 
. 
PI 


' ſince it will when received: ( although preſerve them 


from ruin, which is a great Mercy ) never enrich 
them; they ask bur 7 s. becauſe the Revenue may | 
gain 2 5. 3d. by giving it; the Sugar-Clayer, as be- | 
fore is ſaid, hath 95. 6 d. and the reaſon the Refiners | 
defire not as much as they have, is not becauſe chey 
deſerve it not as much, nor becauſe they need it nor 
much more. | 
And they humbly hope the Honorable the Houle 
of Commons, now their Caſe being known, will 


rake notice in what Intereſt they ſtand, and —_ 
or 
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for it as it relates to a publickand an univerſal Good to 
the Kingdom, and that many renowned Patriots will 
rake up a deſtitute, though a good Cauſe, and pro- 
mote ir, againlt che Deſigns of irs few, tho mighty, 
Oppolers ; many of whom leem'd to have ſome relent- 
ing alittle while ago, and promiſed to affiſt the Refiners 
ro procure ſome Relief, and for that end their Petition 
was preſented to the Houſe, in the body of which 
they own the Plantations aggrieved through the Prel- 
ſures of the Refmers. 
It was upon this Petition that a Committee was ap- 
ointed ; and that it is not followed,proceeds trom the 
Reſolves of ſome Gentlemen, who by this may be 
ſeen to be as bad Friends to the Plantations, as they have 
ever been to the Refmers, and their oppoſing them in 
a Relief that will no way prejudice them if granted, is 
a demonſtration that the opportunity preſenting, of the 
Refmers being down, 'tis their time to keep them o. 
Bur all char hath been offer'd is humbly ſubmitred to 
the Honorable Houſe of Commons, deliring nothing 
more, than that which makes moſt for a publick Inter- 
elt may only be encouraged and promoted. 
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